J. L. KERNOCHAN BEATEN

Attacked by Firemen Who Objected to
His Prize French Bulldog.

A LIVELY FIGHT ON A TRAIX

The Clubman Overcome by Superior
Numbers and Very Rough-
1y Handied.

-

HEMPSTEAD, L. I. Feb. 23.—James L.
Kernochan's second Prize French bulldog
was the innocent cause of a fizht early this
. morning between his owner and a gang of
drunken firemen, who were returning to
Far Rockaway, after having taken part in

the Washington’s Birthday parades in
| New-York and Broolklyn.

The trouble occurred on the train of
the Long Island Railroad which left Long
- Island City at midnight for Hempstead,
Jamaica, and Far Rockaway. On board
were a number of the firemen, most of

whom had been drinking, &nd some Of
- whom were ugly.

On the same train was Mr. Kernochan
: and several other members of the Meadow-
brook Hunt Club, who had been to tha

Dog Show in New-York, and were return-
ing to Hempstead.

Many of their dogs had won prizes, angd
Were in charge of Mr. Kernochan’s grooms,

who, with their employer, were sitting in
the smoking car.

Chief among the dogs <wag Mr. Xer-
nochan’s Margot, who had won second
prize in the French bulldog class at Madi-
son Square Garden. Margot occupied a
Seat beside Mr. Kernochan.

Some of the firemen did not like: F'rench
bulldogs, and began to make uncompli-
mentary remarks about the appearance of
the animal, They even took exception to
the good taste of the judges who had

awarded Mr. Kernochan’s dog even a Ssec-
ond prize.

Mr. Kernochan paid no attention to these
remarks. Encouraged by his silence, one
of the firemen forced himself into Mr. Ker-

nochan’s seat, and knocked the dog from
the seat to the floor.

Not satisfied with abusing the dog, he
turned his attention to the dog's owner,

and made a few Insulting remarks about
Mr. Kernochan.

Mr. Kernochan still refused to argue the
matter, and the B8reman changed from ver-
bal to active agressicn, and began to ill

treat the dog. Thinking to end the matter,
Mr. Kernochan gave the animal t~ cne of
his grooms.

This made no difference to the drunken
fireman, and Jir. Kernochan changed his

plan of campaign. He told the tireman to
mind his own business.

Trouble then 4. .  in earnest. T™Aath
men were getting angry. The fireman <ud-
denl struck Mr. Kernochan a terrific blow
over the eye, and followed it by one on the
mouth.

Mr. Kernochan grappled with him, and
the two men mingled in the liveliest kind
of a fight in the car aisle. Mr. Kernochan
began to get the better of the fireman, and
had managed to give him a fairly satisfac-
tory thrashing, when two of the other fire-
men decided to take a hand.

The reinforcements proved too much for
the dog owner, and he was knocked down
on the floor of the car. The firemen kicked
him in the back, chest, and ribs. and in
the pauses punched him in the face.

At this point reinforcements reached Mr,
Kernochan. His foreman and grooms, Har.
ryv T. Hewett, Thomas Gibson, John Hast-
ings, Daniel Junk, and another groom
named Thomas Murphy, seeing that their
employer was being unmercifully beaten,
ran to his assistance.

The fight became general. and the car was
filled with struggling men. Some twenty
cf the firemen joined in when Mr., Ker-
nochan's groems came 1o his assistance.

That the fight might be more strictly a
private affair, the ftiremen held the doors
at each end of the car, and prevented the
conductor, L. J. Bec¢rs, from entering or
bringing assistance to the XKernochan side.

The doors were kept shut, and the fight
went merrily on, until the train reached
Jamaica, where the firemen changed cars
for Far Rockaway. I'rem CGlendal», where
the fight begzan, to .Jamaica, where the
combatants were obliged to part company,
is a run of about ten minutes, and during
that timie the contest was close and ex-
citing.

The Kernochar party were the worst
sufferers. John Ifustings, a groom, only
eighteen Years old, was struck a terrific
blow behind the ear by & firemman and
iinocked to the other end of the car, sense-
eSS,

Mr. KXernochan’s foreman, in endeavoring
to defend him, was knocked bhackward
through one of the ciar windows, but man-
aged to get within the car again.

Dantel Junk, Mr, Kernochan's coachman,
was lthe ntrost serinusly injured of the par-
ty. He was knocked to the floor and kicked
in the bazck, chest, ribs, stomach, and ab-
domen.

Public sympathy everywhere i in favor of
Mr. Kernochan, and much indignation is
expressed against the brutal conduct of
the Far Rockaway firemon, .

It is understood that dMr. Kernochan will
to-morrow swear out warrants before Judge
Francis B. Tayvlor for the arrest of every
fireman who was implicated fn the brutal
assault upon him and his grooms.
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